. [28 NoveMBER, 1035.] )

The PRESIDEXNT: Although this is not
a practice hitherto adopted in this Chamber,
it is & recognised Parliamentary practice
and is certainly availed of in the Federal
ParHament. It is simply a matter of asking
permission of the House for leave for the
hon. member to continue his speech, but
leave must be granted without a dissentient
voice. In this instance the ohject is fo mect
the convenience of the House.

Motion put.

The PRESIDENT: There being no dis-
sentient voice, leave is granted.

House adjourned at 6.17 pom.

Qegislative Hssembly,
Thursday, 25th November, 1935.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30

p-m., and read prayers.

QUESTION—EDUCATION, SECONDARY
SCHOOL, SOUTH PERTH.

Mr. CROSS asked the Minister for Edu-
eation: 1, Is it the intention of the Govern-
menf to erect. a secondary school in South
Perth? 2, If so, where will the school be
built ? 3, If not, has a snitable piece of land
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been resumed? 4, If this has not heen done,
will the department give immediate attention
to securing sufficient land in a suitable posi-
tion?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATIOX re-
plied: 1, No. 2, SBee answer to No. 1. 3,
No. 4, The question of the acquisition of a
suitable area of ground for a secondary
school on the south or south-east side of the
river has been and still is receiving the
consideration of the department.

QUESTION—RETURNED SOLDIERS,
DESTITUTE CASES.

Mr, MARSHALL asked the Premier: In
view of the amount granted to destitute re-
turned soldiers in the way of a 1s. certificate
by the Federal Government for their last
Christmas dinner, and believing that this
may be all that will be forthecoming from
the Tederal Government to destitute re-
turned soldiers for the approaching Christ-
mas, will ke, through the Returned Soldiers’
League, see that the destitute returned sol-
diers of this State are betier treated by way
of a Jovernment subsidy for their Christmas
dinner?

The PREMIER replied: Since this Gov-
ernment has been in power additional work

has been given to men employed on relief
work for Christmas, and a cash considera-

tion to those in receipt of sustenance. The
Government are extending similar econ-
sideration this year. The matier of any

special consideration for returned soldiers
i5 really the function of the Federal Gov-
ernment.

BILLS (2)—THIRD READING.

1, Legal Practitioners Ac¢t Amendment.
2, Supreme Court.
Transmitted to the Couneil,

BILL—RAILWAYS CLASSIFICATION
BOARD ACT AMENDMENT.

Second EReading.

THE MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS
{(Hon. J. C. Willeock—Geraldton) [4.35]
in moving the second reading said: This Bill
follows almost exactly the same lines in con-
nection with the enforcement ¢f awards of
the Railway Classification Board as was
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followed by the Bill 1o amend the Industrial
Arbitration Act denling with the Publie
Service. In the Arbitration Aet there is
provision for the enforecement of awards in
general, such as in the ease of unions, but
in the Railway Classifieation Board Aet
there is no such provision. When the Pub-
lie Service Act was amended to bring eivil
servants within the scope of the Industrial
Arbitration Act, provision was made so that
awards when delivered by the Avrbitration
Court should he eapable of enforeement. In
the case where the Government arve the em-
vloyers there eould be no deliberate aftempt
.0 flout the law by not paying the rates pro-
vided in the award; and similarly in the
case of Government officers it would not be
expected that in the circumstanees any of
them would be fined or imprisoned. \Where
there may be a difference of opinion is as to
what rate should be awarded to railway
officers in ecertain circumstances. In the first
place the case would be heard by the Classi-
fication Board and a decission given, The
Commissioner has never deliberately broken
any award or failed to obey the condi-
tions of any award of the Classification
Board, but on one or two occasions there has
been a difference of apinion as to what rate
should apply. There is no provision
whereby that difference of opinion may be
hrought before any tribunal that could give
an authoritative decision. This Bill pro-
vides for the same method of proeedure, so
far as the enforeement of any award is con-
cerned, as was followed in connection with
the amendment of the Industrial Arbitra-
tion Act as it affects the Publie Service, The
matter would be dealt with by the board
itself in the first place by making a report
to the Governor. Whatever decision is
reached by the Governor will be the deter-
mining facter. If there is a difference of
opinion this will be decided by the Gov-
ernor, and the Commissioner will for the
time being have to make any payments
that are due. There is ne difference in prin-
ciple between this Bill and that which was
introduced last week. As the Hounse vecently
had the opportunity to discuss a principle
similar to this, T see no neeessity to explain
further the provisions of this measure. T
move—

That the Bill he now read a second time.

On motion by Hon. C. G. Latham, debate
adjourned.

[ASSEMBLY.]

MOTION—STATE FORESTS.

To Revoke Dedication.

Debate resumed
on the foliowing
Premier—

from the previous day
motion maoved by the

That the proposal for the partial revocation
of State Forests Nos, 20, 22, 27, 29, 30, and 38,
Iaid on the Table of the Legislative Assembly
by command of His Excellency the Lieutenant-
Governor on 26th November, 1933, be carried
out.

HON. €. G. LATHAM (York) [4.39]:
I have no objection to the meotion to re-
lease from the State Iorests the blocks
mentioned by the Premier. These are only
very small areas, and most of them will
inerease the size of adjoining holdings. I
am satisfied that the Conservator is ¢ap-
able of looking after his forests, and is not
likely to release any land he thinks will be
useful for reforestation, or land suitable
as a holding for timher alrendy growing
upon it. I think the House will be snfe in
passing the motion,

Question put and passed, and a message
aceordingly transniitted to the Couneil.

BILL—WORKERS' HOMES ACT
AMENDMENT (No. 3).

Second Reading—Bill ruled out.

Order of the day read for the second
reading of the Bill,

Mr. SPEAKER: I have given considera-
tion to this measure. True, the Bill does
not give authority for the expenditure of
public money. That authority must come
from a Loan Bill, when additional funds
are required to give effect to itz provisions,
A message from the Governor will also
come with such Bill. Although this Bill
does not give authority for the expenditure
of public money, T must assnme that if it
hecomes an Act of Parliament the Govern-
ment will give effect to the will of Parlia-
ment, and provide the funds. Therefore,
the Bill makes an appropriation of publie
moneys necessary, if not at present, at some
future date. I propose to rule against this
Bill, not for that reason alone, hui heeause
its provisions re-introduce a pernicious
practice that was mueh in use in the Im-
perial Parliament prior to 18G6. I refer
to a private member introducing a motion
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or a Bill whiek, if passed, will make an
appropriation necessary under cover of the
words ‘‘Out of money to be provided by
Parliament’’ contained in such Bill. In that
yenr, 1866, a new Standing Order was
adopted by the House of Commons, as
follows :—

This House will receive no petition for any
sum relating to the public service or proceed
upon any motion for a grant or charge upon
the public revenue whether payable out of the
Consolidated Fund or out of money to be pro-
vided by Parliament, unless recommended by
the Crown.

That Standing Order applies to this House,
namely, Standing Order No. 1, whieh reads
ag follows:—

In all eases not provided for hereinafter or

by sessional or other orders, resort shall be
had to the rules formed and practised by the
Commions House of Imperial Parliament of
Great Britain and Treland, which shall he fol-
lowed as far as they can he applied to the pro-
ceedings of this House.
This principle has been ecousistently main-
tained in this Parliament, and any evasion
of it must be prohibited. 1 cannot overlook
the fact I have stated already, that addi-
tional funds may be nccessarv in order to
aive effect to the Bill, and I must assume
that it will be given effect to. Holding that
view I must rule the Bill ont of order.

Dissent from Specker's Ruling.

Mr. North: Tu order to move to disagrae
with your ruling, wonld T he required to
give my reasons?

Mr. Speaker: The hon. memher can move
to that cffeet and give any reasons he de-
gires. Tt will he for the Touse to decide the
issue.

Mr. North: Whilst very impressed with
vour ruling, Sir, I have information that in
another place a different ruling was given
and that the Bill was proceeded with. |
therefore move—

That the House dissenis from the Speaker’s
ruling.

T contend that the Bill does not in itsell
deal with appropriation. That is already
covercd in the originul Aet of 1912, No, 75,
Section 3. The Bill merely limits somewhat
the scope of the administration of the pre-
ceding Act. In spite of what has been said
with regard to the House of Commons, it
appears to me that this Bill has only the
effect of limiting the Aet in one particolar
instanee and in regard to certain places,
the powers given under the existing Ack.
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There is no need at this junciure to give
further detailed reasons for disagreeing to
the ruling. If members are pot favourable
te my view, I do not intend to impose a fur-
ther burden upon either your time, My
Speaker, or upon that of “Hansard”" A
lot more could be said concerning the issne
if if. were a matter of debate and not merely
of a vote.

Mr. MeDonald: 1 secoend the motion. The
Bill in respect of which yon have given your
ruling, Mr. Speaker, deals with two matters
only. It deals with the authority to spend
moeney on the ercetion of workers’ homes
and, as a second point, with the amount to
be spent on the erection of workers' homes
in certain goldfields areas. Under the
original Act of 1912, moneyv can be spent
on workers’ homes on the joint authority
of the Minister and the Workers’ Homes
Board. There are two types of expenditure
contemplated under the principal Aet. Tn
one instance a certain area of land may he
set apart; workers’ homes may be built on
that land, and homes so built are held by
workers on a perpetual lease. That repre-
sents the leasehold workers' homes. In that
case, the Act says that the Minister may
from time to time on the recommendation
of the bhoard, purchase any land and pro-
vide for the erection of honses. 'That is,
the Minister on the recommendation of {he
hoard may set in force a scheme for the
erection of workers’ homes. The other way
in which workers’ homes are provided is that
the worker may have land and the board ad-
vanea him money in order that he may crect
his home. In other words, the worker then
has the freehold of hLis land and sceures an
advance on mortgage by means of which he
is able to erect a home. In the second in-
stanee, the joint authority of the Minister
and the board is required. The Act =ays,
with respect tn that ivpe of worker’s home,
“The board may, with the approval of the
Minister”” So in onc instance workers'
homes may he erected, according to the direc-
tion in the Aet, by the Minister on the re-
commendation of the board, whereas with the
other tyre it is provided that the hnard may,
with the approval of the Minister, under-
take the work. Thus in both instances,
there is required the joint aunthority of the
Minister and the bhoard. Tn the Bill now
under eonstderation, it is proposed that the
Minister may aet on his awn responsibility.
Tn other words, should the board hesitate
ahout the expenditure on the ercetion of a
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worker's home in any particular aren—the
Bill applies to goldfields arens—the Min-
ister may, on his own responsibility, auther-
ise fhe construction of those homes. The
alteration to the existing law proposed in
the Bill merely means that instead of the
Workers’ Homes Board and the Minister
collaborating or agrecing upon a policy of
erccting houses in a partienlar area, the
Minister may aunthorise the erection of those
home on his own authority. I submit that
that does not represent any dirvect provision
for the appropriation of moneys. Let us
suppose a Bill had been introduced to pro-
vide that the Minister’s consent was not re-
quired for the purpose indieated and that
the board was to bhe the sole authority in
that regard. That would not represent an
appropriation of money, If we reversed the
procedure and said that the Minister shall
be the sole authority to determine when and
where workers’ homes shall be erected, that
again wonld wof involve the appropriation
of any funds. Whercas under the existing
law the Minister and the board are required
to eo-operate, the Bill merely sets out that
the Minister may exercise this authority by
himself and at his sole diseretion. The other
feature of the Bill, I think, does more em-
phatically evidenee the intention to appro-
priate’ no additional moneys at all. Under
the existing Act the amount that can be
spent on the erection of a workers’ home is
up to £800, and the Workers’ Homes Board
may erect such homes in any part of the
State, ineluding the goldfields. In the past
there has been lesitation on the part of
the hoard to recommend the alloeation of
funds for the purpose of erecting homes on
the goldfields on account, possibly, because
of the transitory nature of work on the
fields. Whereas under the existing law the
board and the Minister may erect homes on
the goldfields or clsewhere up to a value of
£800, the Bill provides that workers’ homes
may be ereefed on the goldfields at a eost
not to exceed £450. So, under fhe provisions
of the Bill, workers’ homes would be erected
on the goldfields at less eost than they could
be erceted under the existing legislation. So
far from appropriating additional moneys
for this purpose, the effect of the Bill will
be to enable the benefits to he attained on
the goldficlds at less cost than would he the
position if the authority in the present Aect
were exercized by the Minister and the
hoavd.  All that the Bill does, therefore,
is that instead of the Minister and the board

[ASSEMBLY.]

having to agree upoen the evection of work-
ers’ homes, the Minisler will he anthorised
to erect homes in ccrtain goldfields areas
on his own suthority if the board are not
inclined to take the responsibility of making
the necessary recommendation, In those
circumstanees the Bill merely involves a
change in administrative control,

The Premier: And leaves the position
open for politieal influenee through the Min-
ister,

Mr. McDonald: That is for the House to
decide.

The Premier: It would leave the position
open for a Minister who might want to
huild workers’ hiomes here hut not there,

Mr, McDonald: That is not the immediate
point before the House atb present.

The Prewicr: It is quite contrary to the
policy your party have always advoeated,
for you to suggest that a Minister shall have
the henelit of policital influence in regard to
the ercetion of workers’ homes.

Mr. MeDonald: I would point out to the
Promier that that is a matter for the House
to consider at the second reading stage. The
point at issue is whether the Bill is within
the prohibition of the Standing Orders and
the Constitution.

The Premicr: It would be niee if I eould
authorise the erection of workers’ home in
wy constitueney and not in yours.

Mr. McDonald: Yes, bat that is not the
point.

Me. F. C. L. Smith: It might help the
House if you dealt with the point raised
by the Premier.

Mr. Speaker: That is not the point before
the Chair.

Mr. McDonald: Will you permit me io
deal with that point?

Mr, Speaker: No, it wonrld be out of order.

Mr. McDonald: The point is that under
the Bill {he administration of the Aet would
be changed to some extent. I am not con-
cerned at the moment whether that change
would be right or wrong. Under the exist-
ing law, the board and the Minister are re-
quired to eo-operate, whereas the Bill will
allow the Minister to aet on his own
authority,

The Premier: It means a change fo polili-
cal control instead of board control.

M.. Speaker: Order!

The Premier: It means a change from im-
partial control.

Mr. MeDopald: The point of order in-
velved is whether the Bill is in a form that
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represents a hreach of the Constitution Act
and of the Standing Orders. The only
change made is that whereas under the ex-
isting law the Minister and the board, if
they so decide, may authorise the erection
of a workers’ home up to a cost of £300, the
Bill Hmits the cost of such homes on the
roldfields areas fo £450.

The Minister for Lands: You are uot dis-
cussing Mr. Speaker’s ruling, but the merits
of the Bill. You are making a second read-
ing specch.

Mr, McDanald: I must indicate, so that
the House may judge whether the Bill is ont
of order, what the Bill provides and what
change is involved. It does not involve the
appropriation of funds and therefore is not
like a Bill that has that object and there-
fore has to be introduced by Message.

The Premier: Of course it does.

M. McDonald: To enable the House fo

judge, I have indicated the two points that
must receive consideration. I submit that
those two points—the change in administra-
tive control and the reduction in expendi-
ture to be incurved on the erection of work-
ers’ homes on the goldfields—do not involve
the appropriation of moneys within the
meaning of the Constitution Act, 1590,
"Hon. €. G. Latham: While I know, Mr.
Speaker, that you gave a great deal of con-
giderntion to this matter before vou gave
your ruling, from my perusal of the Bl T
think you have regarded it as appropriating
either revenue or loan funds. T disagree
with that view, because there is sufficient
money already apprapriated for ail the
houses that may be required. As a wmatter
of faet, there was a carry-over of £13,000
last vear, so that wmonev has already heen
apprepriated for workers’ homes.

The Premier: Not for all the houses re-
nuired, because the requests of a large num-
ber of applicants have not heen satisfied.

Hon. . G. Tatham: I do nof know
whether it is the poliey of the Workers'
Homes Board not to ercet homes on the
eoldfields. T am not in the confidence of the
board, hut apparently that is the position.
Another place desires us fo amend the
Workers' Homes Aet hy agrecing to the Bill
under discussion. The object of the Bill is
to enable the Minister to anthorise, on his
own vesponsibility, the erection of such
homes in certain goldfields districts. The
Bill does not bind the Minister to do so. In
fact, it will not compel fhe Minister to do
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anything: it merely sets ont that he may do
cortain things. Tt is all a question of the
poliey of the Government. They will deter-
mine whether the houses are to he built.

The Premier; But that is a niee responsi-
hility to place upon a Minister.

Hon. . G. Latham: Yes, hut we are not
discussing that point. The point at issue is
whether the Bill is in order. ¥ submit there
15 nothing in the measure that appropriates
revenue ot loan funds. From my point of
view, | cannot see that there is any reason
why the measure should not be dealt with o
this Chamber. [ o not see that there is any
application to the present position in the
Standing Order of the House of Commons,
which was quoted by Mr. Speaker. 1t is on
that point, too, that T disagree with his
ruling.

Mr. Speaker: I do not desive to ¢ontinue
the discussion on my ruling, but, as
Bpeaker, it is my duty to sce that the
House, in my judgment, complies with the
Standing Orders. As to the argument ad-
vanced by the Leader of the Opposition
that the Standing Order of the House of
Commons is not applicable, he surely can-
not have read our Standing Order No. 1,
to which I also referred. If he has read our
Standing Order, he will see that where our
Standing Orders are silent, those of the
House of Commons apply. It is just the
same with regard to rulings. In the Par-
linments of Australia rulings given by
Speakers of the House of Commons are
taken as precedents. As to the point re-
garding funds being already available for
the ercetion of workers® homes, it is not
within my province to know whether there
was a carry-over of funds from last vear, or
anything else in that regard. Al I can
take cognisance of is that money is fo be
spent in accordance with the provisions of
the Bill. Further than that, I draw mem-
bers? attention fo the faet that when the
Rill was introduced in another place and
the ruling that has becn mentioned was
given there, the Bill referred to certain
areas. They were the Coolgardie, East
Coolgardie, Dundas and Yilgarn goldfields.
The Bill now before the House applies not
only to the districts I have mentioned but
to the North Coolgardie, North-East Cool-
gardie, Mt. Margavet, Murchison and Fast
Murchison distriets. Al that is in addi-
tion to what the original Bili eontained. So,
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if the argument of the Leader of the Oppo-
sition he worth anything, the money that
the Board was able to carry over would
eertainly he less than that required under
the Bill now presented to ns—if it were
going {o be used. The member for West
Perth pins his faith to the faet that there
is no difference between the Bill and the
existing Aet. But this Bill, so far as I
can vead it, releases the Minister, if any
release he neeessary, from eo-operating
with the Workers’ Homes Board. And
although the Bill gives a diseretionary
power to the Minister, this House has the
right to assume that if the Bill becomes
law the Minister will carry out the Act of
Parliament. I he does that, he must of
necessity use money for the purpese, and
whether it is loan money or money appro-
priated from revenue, it must be brought
here by Message from His Excellency, and
that can only be done by a Minister of the
Crown. I have no axe whatever to grind,
but it is my duby to carry out the task for
which T have been appointed, and I have
given my opinion. It is for the House to
decide whether my opinion be right or
wrong.

Question put, and a division taken with
the following result:—

Ayes .. .- .. .. 13
Noes .. .. .. .27
Majority against .. .. 14
AvEa,
Mr. Boyla Mr. North
Mr. Brockman Mr, Sampson
Mr, Ferguson Mer. Seward
Mr. Keenan Mr. Thorn
Mr. Latham Mr. Welsh
Mr. McDonald Mr. Doney
Mr, MecLarty {Telier.)
NoES.
M¢r. Clothler Mr. Nulsen
Mr. Collier Mr, Raphael
Mr. Coverley Mr. Rodoreda
Mr. Cross Mr. Sleeman
Mr. Cunningham Mr. F. O L. Smith
Mr. Fox Mr. Toakin
Mr. Hawke Mr, Trow
Mr. Hegney Mr. Wansbrough
Mr. Kenneally Mr, Warner
Mr. Marshall Mpr. Willcock
Mr. Millington Mr, Wilson
Mr. Moloney Mr. Wise
Mr Munsie Mr. Johnsow
Mr. Needbam (Teller.}
PaArns,
AYES. Nogs,
Me. J. M. Smith Mr, Withers
Mr. Patrick Miss Holmap
Mr. Mann Mr. Lambert

Question thus negatived: the Speaker’s
ruling upheld.

[ASSEMBLY.]

BILL—ST. GEORGE’'S COURT.

Returned [rom the
amendment.

Couneil without

MOTION—HOMES LEGISLATION.
As te Powers for Local Authorities.

Debate resumed from the 13th November
on the following notion moved by Hon. .J.
Cunningham :—

That in the opinion of this House the Min.
ister controlling local govermment should in-
troduee legislation for the purpose of enabling
munieipal couneils and read boards to acquire
land and ercct homes for sale under the hire
purchase system to those persons desirous of
buying homes under such conditions.

THE MINISTER FOR WATER SUP-
PLIES (Hon. H. Millington—Mt. Haw-
thorn) [5.6]: I have only to say that the
Govermment have counsidered this motion
moved by the member for Kalgoorlie, and
have no objection to it.

HON. J. CUNNINGHAM (Kalgoorlie—
in reply) [5.7]: Having received the assur-
ance of the Minister that the Government
have no objection to the introduction of
legislation for the purpose of this motion,
[ ask leave to withdraw the motion.

Motion, by leave, withdrawn.

PAPERS—AGRICULTURAL BANK.

Resignation of G. M. Cornell.

MR. COVERLEY (Kimberley) [5.8]: I
move—

That all files aud papers, including the file
of the Public Service Commissioner, relating
to the employment of George Meredith Cornell
(No. 347, Public Service List, 1934) by the
Agricultural Bank, his regsignation and long

gerviee salary, be laid upon the Tahle of the
House.

In moving this motion I am actuated more
or less by a desire to defer to the wishes of
others. I do not know whether other mem-
bers have heen approached, but in the course
of my travels I have been accosted
by a number of people wanting to know
if I conld explain why the Government had
been putting the hoot info a gentleman by
the name of Cornell, who has resigned from
the Public Service. TUntil I was so ap-
proached I did not even know that there
was such a gentleman in the Government
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service, and so § could only reply that L had
no idea that the CGovernment were in the
habit of putting the boot into anvone and,
sthee L did not know anyihing about ir, L
would do my utmost to fud out the detaiis
and let those inguirers have the informa-
rion later. | have been questioned by a
number of publie servanis of this State. In
every department where | bave been dur-
ing the last three weeks or a month I have

been questioned by oflicinls wanting to know

Just whyv the Government had specially
placed obstacles in the way of this gentle-
waw, Mr. Cornell. I know, of eourse, that
great publiety has been given to the case
through questions and motions in another
place, and 1 do not blame public servant:
it they think they have a grievance in that
one of their members has been  harshiy
treated; naturally they are somewhat con-
verned, becanse they do not know whose turn
it will br -+ T=
tion I found there are other things about
wirich eivil servants are concerned. 1 have
been told that some civil servants get a num-
her of eoncessions which no other eivil ser-
vant ean get. I was interested jn a con-
versation on a tram e¢ar which, as | migi
point out, is a public place. Several yvouny
fellows were discussing this cnse.  They were
not aware of my identity. TIn the course of
their eonversation, many sugoestions were
made, especially by one person who hinted
that not all was fair and above board. The
position of Mr. Cornell was being diseussel.
and one of those carrying on the conversa-
tion was under the impression that this very

tha sameon A anncrasens
Ina

hard Government bad not given Mr. Cor-.

nell a fair deal. Anothor one of the group
evidently thought he was better inforine:l,
and from his tone T gathered that Mr. Cor-
nell had received all that he was entatled
to. The speaker said he knew that Mr. Cor-
nell, heing an important officer in a country
district—he did not mention the name of
the district—had applied for leave which,
in the first instanee was refused hecnuse
the senior officer of the department had no
wish to lose Mr. Cornell’s serviees at that
partienlar time, and so an arrangemenf was
made wherehy My, Cornell left that country
district immediately. From that I gathered
there was more in this business than met
ithe eve. T have pernsed the varions que=-
tions asked, and the motion moved
in another place. and have come to the
conclusion that a very weak ease was puaf up.
The Government have heen publicly accused
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of having dealt harshiy with a eivil servant,
One gentleman who approached me on this
subject takes an active part in the North
Perth branch of the Returned Soldiers’
League, and he spoke to me in this strain,
“What are you relurned soldiers doing to
allow the Government to put the hoot into
Jimmy Cornell’s son?'? 1 said 1 had no
idea that they had done so. This case has
been given publicity from two angles, and
I have mueh pleasure in moving my motion
50 that the public mav he enabled to under-
stand all the taets ot 1he cuse.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: I move—

That the debate be adjourned.

The AMinister for Lands: No, 1 do not
want it adjourned. I am going to have
something to say. | do not want the dis-
cussion adjourned.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: | did not know
you were going to speak. 1 apologise to
you.

Mr. SPEANER: There is a motion be-
tore the Chair.

Motion put andt negatived.

THE MINISTER FOR LANDS (Hon.
M. ¥ Troy—3Mt. Marnet) [514]: The
action of the Leader of the Opposition is
unprecedented.

Hon. C. G. Latham: T did net do it in-
tentionally. 1 thought you were not going
on with the debate.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: 1t has
been stated that the Government aeted
vindictively towards the son of the Hon. J.
Cornell, M.L.C., in stopping his long-service
leave. Such statemenis have been made, I
understand, by some persons in the service,
and have been made in FParliament, not in
the House but in the corridors. We know
that Mr. Parker, M.L.C., has been asking
nuestions on several occasions in the Legis-
lative Council, and there is no douht of the
source from which Mr. Parker got lhis in-
spiration.

The Premicr: Acting for a client.

Hon, €. G. Latham : That might he
charged in this Chamber, too.

The MIXISTER FOR LANDS: It is
charged definitely there, anvhow. Tt might
never have come np for diseussion in this
Chamber but for the statements made.

Mr. Coverley: Statements were made at
the North Perth branch of the R.S.L.
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reatter would not have been heard of in Par-
liament except for the statements that have
been made. There is not one vestige of
truth in the statement that the Government
acted vindictively towards the son of Mr.
Cornell, M.L.C. 1t is true that the long-
service-leave salary of Mr, Cornell, jun,
was stopped, but that was not done by the
instruction of any Minister, No Minister
was aware that it had been done. The
salary was stopped automatically by the
Treasury and for very good reasons, too.
The file, I understand, has been tabled in
another place, and so 1 have been able to get
only a portion, hut a portion that contains
the facis. 1t i1s trne that the Treasury
stopped the payment for long-service leave
due to Mr. G. M. Cornell; son of the Hon.
James Cornell, ML.C,, and the Treasury
did so because, while the oflicer was on long-
service leave, he entered private employ-
ment.

The Premier: On the day after he left the
serviee.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: He left
the service, and responsible heads and the
Public Serviee Commissioner knew that he
was to enter private empiovment. Let me
qualify that statement; the Public Service
Cormmissioner himself did not know but his
deputy knew. Here are the facts. Grorge
AMeredith  Cornell made application for
long-zervice leave ou the Lth October, 1934,
My, Gillies, manager of the Agricultural
Bank at Bruee Rock, wrote to the Chiet
Accountant as follows:-—

I forward herewith applieation by Mr. Cor-
nell for long-service leave starting from the
16th January. The date applied for is not eon-
venient to the department, the period January
to March being the busiest season of the year
departmentally, and this officer assists the
writer with the Farmers’ Debts Adjustment
Act work. Tt would be particularly inadvisable
to approve of the leave at the date applied for.
Therefore T would recommend that the applica-
tion be deferred until later in the year.

The chief aceountant stated—

Re G. M. Cornell, Bruce Rock: The 16th
January i a most inconvenient time in the
wheatbelt for this officer to start on long-ser-
viee leave. This leave should be taken at a
date to be fixed, say, about the 1st May next.
Application may go forward. Bank will fix
date of leave. 11-10-34. )

This officer had given seven vears of servire.
He was in the full vigour of life bnt was
entitled to long-service leave. The Bank
agreed to the privilege but pointed ont that
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he must take the leave when it was conveni-
ent to the Bank, and it was not then con-
venient te the Bank. He got his leave,
and if the faets I am stating are not cor-
rect, I can only reply that they are con-
tained in a letter written by the father of
this officer. Long-service leave was re-
commended by the Public Serviee Com-
missioner on the 13th October, 1934.

Mr. Sampson: To whom was that letter
written?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I will tell
the hon. member later. On the 12th De-
cember the Chief Accountant wrote to the
manager of the Agriculfura) Bank at Bruce
Rock ag follows:—

I am in reccipt of a communieation from Mr,

Cornell to know the fate of his application for
long-service leave, which he desires to take
from the 16th January, and in reply shall be
glad if you will inform him that this is not
convenient for the department, as we have no
relicving officer liere at the present time. When
the wheat scason is well advaneed, you may
forward the recommendation which will be suit-
able to you.
The leave was granted, but the department
did not consider that Mr. Cornell should
take leave at a time that was not suitable
to the department. On the Tth Jannary
Mr. G. M. Cornell wrete to Mr. Cover as
tollows :—

Tn your conversation over the telephone with

Mr. Gillies concerning my long.gervice leave,
vou stated that same did not commence until
the 17th inst. As T commenced duty on the
16th January, 1928 (vide Public Serviee List)
it woulil appear that my leave should start
from the 16th next. As I have made arrange-
‘ments to be in Perth on the 17th, will you
please again look into the matter and advise me
accordingly. .
The assistant aceountant informed Mr.
Cornell that that was eorrect; it was from
the 16th Jannary that his leave should
hegin.  Mr. Cornell entered upon his leave
not when it was stated he should do so—
in April or May—but in January, and later
the House will understand why. On the
23rd January, 1933, the assistant general
manager of the Bank wrote a minunte to
the Publie Service Commissioner as fol-
lows:—

T should he glad of your approval to pay
this man at the rate of £260 per annum com-
meneing from 1-1-33.  His work and conduct
have heen entirely satisfactory.

That is quite edrrect; his work and conduet
had been entirely satisfactory. At that
date, however, this officer was n privale
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employment. Although I cannot say that,
the Hon. J. Cornell stated that the officer
was in private employment at the time.
The father also said in his statement that
the officers of the Bank knew of the whole
of the negotiations. The IDublic Serviee
Commissioner minuted the file as follows:—

In view of the ecertificate above, I have uo
option but to approve of the increase due on
the 1st ult,, seeing thai Section 37 of the Act
states that increments within the limits of the
range shall be annual.

The ecircumstanees of his ease in regard to
the resignation on the exact date of the ex-
piration of the seven years’ service necessary
to qualify for three months’ leave and the ap-
plication of the increased rate of salary to the
period of the leave granted immediately after
appear to me to he extraordinary liberal. 1-2-
35.

The Premier: An increase of salary aftey
he had decided to leave the department to
go to another joh!

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The as-
sistant general manager wrote—

1 have no definite knowledge of Mr. Cor-
nell’s infention to resign though his father
mentioned the probability of it after, I un-
derstood, he had discussed it in your office. 1
am somewhat perplexed as to the implication
of the phrase ‘‘extraordinarily liberal’’ as my
recommendation appears to he in strict con-
formity with the provisions of vour Aet. 7.2-
35.

It was in strict conformity with the pro-
visions of the Act.

Hon. C. G- Latham: Any other man could
have done the same thing.

The Premier: You will see what steps
were taken later.

The MINISTER FOR TLANDS: That
officer stated that he had no knowledge
that Mr. Cornell was accepting private
employment. and his statement was ac-
cepted, but the Hon. James Cornell de-
clared that this officer had the knowledge
and that he had facilitated the leave for
this purpose.

The Premier: More than facilitated it.

The MINISTER FOR T.ANDS: The Pub-

lic Service Commissioner minuted the file
on the 12th Febrnary to the General Man-
ager as follows:—

I note your second paragraph, The fact
that it was strietly in conformity with the Aect,
and nof in anv way stretching its provisions
wag what struck me as being so liberal. My
remark was not intended to apply to the terms
of vour recommendation, but to the provision.

T was advized that Jr. Cornell is working
with Mr. Carlisle’s firm, and that he com-
menced his duties there immediately after he

left the Bank. If this is s0 and he bas not re-
signed, payment of his salary during leave
should be suspended in view of his contraven-
tion of the regulations,
Then the CGiencral Manager wrote to G. M.
Cornell as follows:—

I am advised by the Public Serviee Commis-

sioner that you arc working with Mr. Carlisle’s
firm, and that you commenced duty immedi.
ately after you left the Bank, If this is so,
as you have uot resigned, I am directed by
him that payment of your salary- during leave
is to be suspended, in view of your contra-
vention of the regulations, 15-2-35.
No Minister had anything whatever to do
with the stopping of the salary. The Minis-
ter was not aware of it until the question
was raised and became public gossip. The
Publie Service Commissioner, after becom-
ing awarve that Mr. Cornell, during long-
service leave, was working for a private rm,
should have taken action immediately under
the regulations. Had he taken action Mr.
Cornell’s salary would not have been sus-
pended; he would not have been paid at
all. But the Public Service Commissioner
took no action, although that was his duty
nunder the Public Service Aet. That brings
nie fo the question why those officers took no
action at all. If T say anything which may
appear to he not quite fair to the officers, I
can only state that T am quofing remarks by
the Hon. James Cornell. Mr. Cornell junior
in the meantime had asked for a lump sam
to be paid him for long service leave. That
was refused. On the 18th February, after
being notified by the General Manager that
it was understood he was in the employ of
a private firm, he sent in his resignation,
which was accepted.

The Premier: His resignation should have
been sent in before he applied for leave
He had aceepted the other job hefore apply-
ing for leave.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The Hon.
James Cornell does not appear to know at
all what is right in matfers of this character.
He has rather an extraordinary idea. On the
30th April he wrote to the Premier as
follows :—

Tear Mr. Collier.—Please allow me to ap-
proach you on behalf of my son, who, T con-
sider, has not reecive@ what one would eall a
svmpathetic deal in regard to his long-service-
leave salary. TIn order that you mav form vour
own conclusions I am enclosing a copv of a
letter which my son has written to the Seere.
tary, Civil Serviee Associntion of Western Aus-
tralin. also copy of a covering statement, from
myself, asking him to he good enough to in-
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stitute an inquiry by his association. The
denying my son the balanee of his long-ser-
service-leave salary has had only a minor effect
so far as he and I are concerned. The major
cffeet lies in the fact that there are cases on
rceord where ex-officers of the Tublic Service
who, though ‘ffired out’’ of the service were
not denied collecting any  Jong-service-leave
salary due to them. Trusting te your hreadth
of vision and semse of fairness, and with best
wishes, I am, Yours faithfully (signed) J.
Cornell.

It did not appear on the file that any of
these senior officers were aware that MMr.
Cornell junior had entered into private em-
ployment the day after he went on fong-
service leave. Their econsent would not have
been known exeept for the faet that the
Hon. James Cornell saw fit to make a state-
ment, in which statement he iuvolved all
those officers who had gone out ot their way
to help him and his son.

The Premier: They helped the sun under
pressure from his father.

The MINISTER FOR LANLS: This is
the statement written by the Hon. J. Cornell
and which appears on the file—

Whilst at home on & brief holiduy last Christ-
mas, my son, G. M. Cornell, nanswered an ad-
vertisemeng ealling applications for the posi-
tion of senior clerk with a Perth firm of public
accountants. The advertisement did not indi-
cate the name of the firm causing its appear-
anee.

A day or so after the New Year, 1833, Mr,
John Wade, of Carlisle, Wade, & Co., public
accountaunts, Perth, telephoned my home and
inquired for Mr, G. M. Cornell. 1 replied that
he had returned to duty at the Agrieultural
Bank, Bruece Rock. The same day Mr. Wade
phoned my son there, and made an offer to him
to join the firm’s employment. That night my
son phoned me to the effect that if it were
possible for him to arrange to fake his long
service leave (already approved) he would
aecept Mr. Wade’s offer.  Next morning 1
called on Mr. Wade, who informed e that he
was desirous of securing the services of my son
and for him to commence work with lis firm as
early as pessible. T replied that I woundd eall
on the Public Service Commissioner and the
General Munager of the Agricultural Bank and
asvertain what arrangecments eould he made as
regards his commencing long serviee leave. I
first called on the Publie Service Commissioner,
who, however, was away on holidays. T saw
Mr. Higgins, the Seeretary to the Commis-
sioner, who said that my son eould not eom-
mence his leave wtil he had completed seven
consecutive years’ serviee, which, however,
would oecur on the 15th Januwary. Further, as
his long service leave had heen approved
already it reated solely with the Agrienltural
Bank when he might commence it after the
Isth Tanuary,
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They had already stated that be could not
he spared,

I then called on the General Manager of the
Agricultural Bank, Mr. Mclariy. L informed
bim that provided it could be arranged for my
son to commenee lis lyng service leave on the
16th January he would commence work with
Carlisle, Wade, & Cu, aud resign from the
rublic Service during ils cwrreney.  Mr. Me-
Larty then tock me to Mr, Courtenay, the
accountant, whom we found in conversation
with Mr. Grogan, the Assistant General Man-
ager.  To them Mr. McLarty repeated what
I had suaid to him about my son entering the
employ of Carlisle, Wade, & Co., and later re-
signing from the Public Serviee if it could
be arranged for him to commence his long-ser-
vice-leave on the tith January. Mr. Courtenay
raplied that the neeessary approval had been
obtained te Cornell tnking his long-service
leave, hut awing to the faet that he was in
charge of the Farmers’ Debts Adjustment Act
aecounts at the Bank at Bruee Rock the leave
had heen deferred until April.  However, he
promised to do what le could to rnable wmy
son to commence leave on the 16th January,
Tt was then decided that Mr. Courtenay
arrange for an officer of the Dank te procced
to Bruce Rock to rolicve my son so that le
could veport to liead office on the 16th Tanuary
and commence his leave as from that date.
Accordingly an officer procecded to Bruee Rock,
itnd my son canie to Perth on the 16ih January,
the day his leave commenced . . . . .

That is how it ocemrred. (ieorge Meredith
Cornell would not have gone on leave on the
L6th Jannary but for the faci of interven-
tion by his father, the Hon. James Cornell.
Although the officers concorned may lave
their rveply to this, they can thank the Jlon.
James Cornell for having put them away in
the matter. Officers, I know, do these things,
quite innocently.  One hardly expects that
they would be cxposed for their generosity,
The Hon. James Cornell goes on—

Towards the end of January he (G. M. Cor-
nell wrote to the Bank to have the amount
of his long-service salary paid in a Jump sum,
Oa the 30th of that month the Assistant Gen-
crual Muanager replied as follows:— ‘T am in
receipt of vour letter of the 30th inst. applying
for the payment of your leag-serviee leave in
a lump sum. This concession is only granied
under special ciremmstances. As there does not
apprar to be any in your communication now
under review, [ shall be glad to know your
reasnns for asking this.””  The following day
was miiled a reply reading thus:—*¢ Your com-
wmunieation of the 30th ultimo is arknowledged.
The reason why I requested payment of my
long-servieg-leave salary in 5 Jump sum was for

the sake of convenience to hoth of us. VYou

fmow  the  cireumstances  surronnding  my
1

“ase

The cirenmstances referred to ave. of course,
that the officials had faeilitated his taking



[28 Novemeer, 1935.]

private employment whilst on limg-zervice
leave.

‘tand I thought perhaps it would simplify
matters to have my salary paid in o Junp sum.
However, if you are not prepared to grant this
concession will yon please pay the salary ns it
necrues, fortnightly, and back-pay as from 1-1-
30, to the credit of my account with the Bank
of New South Wales, St. George’s-terrnce
braneh.”?  On the 15th February the Assist-
ant General Manager wrote as under:— ‘I
am advised hy the Public Service Commissivner
that you are working with Mr. Carlisle’s firm,
and that you c¢ommenced duty there immedi-
ately after you left the Bank. TIf this is so,
as you lhave not resigned, 1 am directed by
him that payment of your salary during leave
is to be suspended in view of your contraven-
tion of the regulations.’’

The Ilon. James Cornell
in the first person—
When I sighted this communieation 1 at
onec telephoned the Public Serviee Commis-
sioner and reeounted to him my calling on Mr.
Higgins whilst he, the Public Service Comnis-
sioner, was away on leave, also the whole of the
proceedings T had had with Alessrs. McLarty,
Grogan, and Courtenay, and gave as it reason for
my deing so that as my son was in Bruce Rock
at the time of the negotintions, and as the time
at his disposal would not permit of the negotia-
tions being made by correspondenee, I had en-
tered the breach on lis behalf. Furtliermore,
that there was no gesture of deception at any
stage of negotiations. The Publie Service Com-
misstoner replied that if my son resigned no
further eomplicatons would he antieipated.

gous on tu speak

The Public Serviee Commissioner under the
Aet had of necessity to lay a charge against
this young man. Had he done so, the charge
would have been proved and the long serviee
leave would not have heen granted. DBut
the Public Service Cammissioner did not do
that,

The Preinier: He rvefrained under pres-
sure from the father.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The rea-
son ts stated by the Hon. James Cornell—

The Public Service Commissioner replied

that if my son resigned, no further compliea-
tions would he anticipated.
Tnder the Public Service Act the Publie
Service Commissioner or the head of the
department had an obvious duty, which he
did not perform for the reason stated.

The Premier: Because he listened to the
father.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The
statement goes on to say that Mr. Cornell,
jun., resigned. The Hon, James Cornell
winds up by writing as follows:—

Also the same day the Under Treasurer was
written thus:—‘On the 18th ultimo I wrote
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advising you that T lhad resigned from the Gov-
ernment serviee, and requesting a refund of
moneys paid by me into the Life Assurance
Fund pursuant to Regulation 130, Will you
please be good cnough te let me have a reply
to that letter?’’ Not even an acknowledgment
has so far been received respecting the resig-
nation or a refund of moneys paid into the
above-mentioned fund, I might mention that
prior to any hitch oceurring in the arrange-
ment made with the executives of the Bank, the
amount of approximately £9 10s, wus drawn
on nceount of long-service-leave salary.

That is signed by the Hon. James Cornell.
TE these are facts—and they ave written by
the Hon. James Cornell—they prove that
Mr. George Meredith Coroell got his long
serviee leave on the 16th January because
of the infervention of his father, the Hou.
James Cornell. They further show that at
fhe time in question the Bunk could nnt
spare the services of AMr. Cornell, junior.
and that an officer was specially sent down,
at extra cost, to Bruce Rack to relieve My
Cornell, junior, and allow him to veturn io
Perth in order that he mieht take up the
job with a private Airm on the dayv after his
arrival in Perth. [Long-service leave was
granted on the 16th January, and on the
17th Mr. Cornell, junior, was in private
employment.  And all the authorities—the
Hon. James Cornell writes—knew what had
happened and had facilitated it.

The Premier: Happened as the vesult of
his influence on the officers.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Payment
of the salary was not held up by the Min-
ister.  The Government had then taken ne
part whatever in the matter. Payment was
heldl up by the Tieasury hecause of what
appears on the file. Statements as to per-
sonal vindietiveness on the part of the Goy-
ernment towards (he Hon. James Cornell
preventing his son from receiving long-ser-
vice-leave salary are not correct. If the
publicity given to the matter here is un-
pleasing—and I fail to understand the atfi-
tude of My, Cornell—the Cornells them-
selves are responsible for it. The question
asked in the Upper House and the discus-
gion in the Public Service all resulted from
action taken by officials in the Treasury. Tf
the Hon. James Cornell’'s statement is
accepted, T will not say that he corrupted
pubiie servants—that being an extreme term,
T will not use it—bur | will sax that the
son would not have taken his leave on
the 16th Janunary had it not heen for the
influence of the father, and also that he
would have been diseiplined by the Pubtlic
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Service Commissioner, exeept for the inter-
vention of the father, the Hon. James Cor-
nell. These are the facts as set out in the
statement made by the Hon. James Corneil.
The matter was referred to the Crown Law
Departinent and the evidence is contained
on the file which was laid on the Table of
another place. I can imagine a member in-
tervening in the case of other persons, but
there is no justifieation for a member of
Parliament doing this on behalf of his own
son, knowing that what had heen done was
contrary to the Public Service Regulations.
The Crown Solicitor, in a minate which is
on the file, writes—

Although the file does not contain any in-
formation on the matter, it seems to be clear
that neither the permanent head nor the Public
Serviee Commissioner took any action against
Mr. Corneli under the regulations, hut that the
Treasury, as the pay officer, acting on informa-
tion received from the permanent head, there-
after withheld from Mr. Cornell payment of his
salary during the remaining portion of his
long-service leave.

There are the facts.

Hon. C. G. Latham: Did the Solicitor
General make any recommendation?

The MINISTER FOR ILANDS: Yes. Tle
made a regommendation to pay the leave
because action had not been taken. Tt is
now too late to take action. Iis statement
is that because the Publie Service Commis-
sioner and the head of the department did
not act at the time that they should have
acted, payment will have to he made.

The Premier: He is entitled to the pay-
ment only becaunse of the neglect of the offi-
cers and because of the pressure applied by
the Honourable J. Cornell, M.L.C.

Hon. N. Keenan: Is that on the file?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: On the
15th February last the Assistant General
Manager of the Agricultural Bank wrote to
Mr. G, M. Cornell—

T am advised by the Public Service Commis-
sioner that you are working with Mr. Carlisle’s
firm, and that you commenced duty there im-
mediately after you left the hank. If that is
80, as you have nmot resigned, I am directed
by him that payment of your salary during
leave is to be suspended, in view of your con-
travention of the regulations.

The Hon. James Cornell in a statement over
his signature wrote this—

When T sighted this communication T at once
telephoned the Publie Service Commissioner
and recounted te him my calling on Mr. Hig-
gins whilst he, the Public Service Commissioner,
wis away on leave, onlso the whole of the pro-
ccedings T had had with Messrs, MeLarty,
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Grogan, and Ceurtenay, and gave as a reason
for my doing se that as my son was in Bruee
Rock at the time of the negotiations, and as
the time at his disposal would not permit of
the negotiations being made by correspondence,
[ had entered the Lireach on his behalf. Fur-
thermore, that there was no gesture of decep-
tion at any stage of negotiations. The Publie
Service Commissioner replied that if my son
resigned, no further complications would be
antieipated.

That is on the file,

The Premier: That was the result of the
pressure the Honourable James Cornell
applied to the Publi¢ Service Commissioner.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: And of
course nothing further happened.

The Premier: Exeept that he got long-
service leave to which he was not entitled.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: That is
po. Creorge Meredith Cornell will now re-
ceive payment for leave which would not
have been granted to him if proper action
had been taken by the officials.

The Premier: That action was not taken
because of the pressure applied by the
Eather.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The Soli-
citor General, whose opinion was sought,
replied as follows:—

If, as 19 alleged, Mr. Cornell during the
period of his long service leave engaged in
private cmployment for reward and did so
withont first obtaining the permission of the
Governor in Council, then Mr. Cornell commit-
ted a hreach of Section 82 of the Public
Scrvice Act and the regulations. In such case
the relevaut regulations were those numbered
29, 138 to 146, hoth inclusive. The proper
course whieh could have heen followed then
under the regulations was the making of =
gpeeific charge against Mr. Cornell, the held-
ing of an official inguiry into the charge, the
taking of cvidence and a decision by the officer
holding the ingquiry as to what punishment, if
any, should be imposed upon Mr. Corneli, Ob-
viously such proccedings under the said regu-
lations could only be taken against Mr. Cornell
whilst he was a public service officer and was
subject to the Publie Service Aet and regula-
tions. Thus such procecdings counld have been
taken whilst Mr. Corneil was oun long-service
leave, but after the 15th April, 1935, when he
ceased to be a public serviee officer, no such
proccedings eould be taken against him and no
such proeeedings can he taken against him
now.

That is the Crown Solicitor’s statement,
and the Government must pay and no donht
will pay, heeause the Publie Serviee Com-
missioner did not do his ohvious daty. Tt
is not a matter for me; it is a matter for
the Treasuryv. There are the faets and they
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are astonishing in view of the statement on
the file wriiten over the signature of the
Hon, James Cornell, T am not going to
say any more about it; hon. members can
make up their own minds on the subjeet,
and the reason why no aetion was taken
against this officer. Tt is true that in the
Upper House the Hon, James Cornell at-
tacked the Commissioners of the Agricul-
tural Bank; but the present Commissioners
bad nothing whatever to do with the mat-
ter. It was u question that rested entirely
with the Treasury officials, and if there is
anything about it that ealls for reprobation,
it iz not on the Governinent that this muost
vest, but on the responsible officers who
in the circumstanees granted the long ser-
vice leave and the action subsequently
taken. Those are the facts. There has heen
no display of personal vindictiveness in
this matter, and, I repeat, the CGovern-
ment had nothing whatever to do with the
stopping of long serviee leave pay which,
in the ecirewmstances, should never have
been granted.

Question put and passed.

BILL—MARKETING OF EGGS.
In Committee,

Resumed from the previous day. Mr.
Sleeman in the Chair; Mr. Fox in charge
of the Bill,

Clause 3—Appointment of Marketing
Boards (partly considered).

The ¢HAIRMAN: An amendment has
been moved to strike out in lines 3 and 4
the words “within an area to be defined in
the . petition.”

Mr, MeLARTY: T hope the hon. member
in charge of the Bill will agree to the
amendment. T canuot see how it is possible
for a number of boards to operate. If the
hon. member insists upon the eclause as it
stands, there will bhe conflicting interests
immediately between the metropolitan
producer and the country prodncer. The
metropolitan man will have the advaniage
immediately of setting up a hoard, whereas
it will take the country man some time to
do this. Then T can see the danger of quiie
a number of areas rushing to set up boards
and those hoards will be cropping up all
over the place. Instead of helping the in-
dustry as the hon. member has set out to do,
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he will hinder it. The amendment is all-
important,

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
If the amendments on the Notice Paper in
the name of the member for Irwin-Moore
are carried, the Bill will become his Bitl.

AL, MeLarty: And a good thing, too.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
That is the trend of affairs. There are many
serious anomalies about the clause, with or
without this particular amendment. 1t it is
carried, not less than 50 producers earrying
on the bhusiness of production in the State—
it may be in Wyndham—ecan have a poll
and can create a hoard. The whole position
will be ill-halaneed. 1t would be a different
malter if the Bill provided for 20 per cent.
of the producers. TFifty producers in the
whole State ean demand a poll, and on that
poll the Governor issnes a8 proclamation,
The second paragraph of the clause pro-
vides that, if three-fifths of the votes polled
are in favour of the constitution of the
board, the hoard shall be so constituted and
set up. But only ten people may vote, so
that six of them ecan set up-a board for the
whole State. It is too ridiculous for words.
There may, in fact, be 2,000 boards. The
clange iz not only badly drafted but must
end 1n chaos. If the member for Trwin-
Moore gets his way, there will be four pro-
ducers on the board and one Government
nominee, who may be anyone. I submit to
the member for South Fremantle that in-
stead of agreeing to the amendments of the
member for Irwin-Moore he should consider
putting two producers on the board, one
Government nominee with marketing experi-
ence, one consumers’ representative, and a
chairman., If the member for Irwin-Moore
has his way, we can see the trend of the
operations of the board. It would be neces-
sary to have at least one member of the
board in some way connected with the in-
dustry and with the export business, Who
better could I suggest than a man with a
vast experience in marketing matters, such
as that possessed by the member for Guild-
ford-Midland? Are we going to allow the
intentions of the sponsor of the Bill to be
destroyed by all these amendments? Sub-
paragraph {e) gives the board power to de-
cide the tenure of office of its members.
They may be appointed for 50 years. That
is the view expressed by the Parliamentary
Draftsman. The clause should state what
the tenure of office shall be.
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Mr. Sampson: The regulations framed hy
the board must he approved by the Gover-
nor,

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
The Board sets up its own funetions and
makes its own regulations. The member for
South Fremantle would be well advised not
to accept the amendment; the whole elause
should be re-cast.

Mr. SAMPSON: The amendment relates
to the striking out of certain words. I shall
support the amendment. The hoard should
have eonirol over all eggs commercially pro-
duced and marketed within the State. If
that were not sg, there would be an absence
of full control. One of the problems of epg
marketing 1s the variety of cggs and the
variety of maturity which characterises many
of the cggs that eome from the country.
Country eggs are not as dependable as some
other eggs, Whether that is so or not, there
will be an ahsence of control unless the area
comprises the whole State.

The Minister for Works: What do you
mean by matured eggs?

Mr, SAMPSON: I refer to over-mature
eggs, the kind that makes the consumer dis-
inelined to eat another for a long time. It
is desirable that the State should be brought
within the ambit of the board of control.

Hon, W, D. JOHNSON: If an attempt
were made to extend the operations of the
board to cover the whole State, the Bill
would have to he re-modelled. The idea of
limiting it was to confine the operations of
ths board to an area that would he con-
stantly under review, and one where the
hoard would be closely in touch with the
industry, It 1s diffieult to establish an
organisation, in cases where large financial
interests are at stake, without first educating
those who are in tonch with the work of
administration. It is also diffieult to get the
right type of man from the ountset. Par-
tienlarly would this bhe difficult if we
attempted to organise the whole State at
once. The member for Irwin-Moore is out
to do the maximum amount of harm to an
organisation of this kind when he attempts
80 much.

Hon. P, D. Ferguson: Poultrymen do not
think so,

Hon. W, D, JOHNSOXN: They must think
50, if the mabter is submitied to them in the
right way. I bave impressed upon ponltry
farmers not to attempt too much in the he-
ginning, but to popularise this form of ad-
ministration and c¢ontrol. They should make
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this nnderstood with the consumers and thke
producers first in a hmited area, and hy
their knowledge and experience extend the
area, if necessary, later on, I do not think
the hoard would need to go beyond the
mefropalitan avea. It would devote most of
its time to regulating and expanding the
export of eggs. The country egg must
come under control when it zeaches the
metropolitan area, heeause it is necessary to
get the maximum number of country eggs
to asist in building up the export trade.

Hon. P. D. Ferguson: Do you think it is
right that the city poultry people shonld
have control? )

Hon, W. D, JOHNSON: The hon. mem-
ber distrusts people. 1 want to get the
right kind of control and the right kind
of man. I would rather limit the Bill to
an area that can be reviewed with some
knowledge of the individuals eoncerned and
their association with the industry. Outside
the metropolitan area one comes into con-
taet with those who market eggs, but not
into contact with the poultry farmer.

Mr. Thorn: Of cowrse you do. What
abont Armadale? .
Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: That would

probably be included. The area to be in-
cluded in the frst poll has to he defitted.

Hon. N, Keenan: Defined by the peti-
tioners ? '

Hon. W. I, JOHNSON: They would de-
fine the metropelitan area, and, as a guide,
would probably aceept the area covered hy
the Whole Milk Board.

Hon. P, 1. Fergusen: But milk comes
from the other side of Bunbury.

Hon, W, D, JOHNSON : The Whole Milk
Board operates in the metropolitan area.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 pan.

Hon. P. D. FERGUSON: I hope the Com-
mittee will not allow the enthusiasm of the
Minister for Agriculture for killing the Bill
to lead them astray by causing them to vote
against the amendment, which represents the
only means of making the Bill a workahle
measure. The Minister said a board might
be set up on the votes of balf-a-dozen pro-
dueers. Can anything so absurd be imagined?
On the second reading the Minister said
there were 19,000 cgr producers in the
State. Would those 19,000 producers aliow
a poll to be taken with only half-a-dozen
votes vecorded? The Bill savs that
by proelamation a beard may be declared
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to  be constituted. What would any
Minister for Agnculture be to allow a beard
to be constitnted on half-a-dozen veotes? Only
his enthusiasm [or knocking the Bill out
allows the hon. gentleman te pui across
that sort of stuff. The enthusiasm of thz
member for Guildford-Midland for another
ca-operative a=wociation blinds him to the in-
terests of the producers, whicl should be
paramount in this remard.

Hon, W, D, Johnson: My co-operative as-
sociation is State-wide, and not limited.

Hon, P. . FERGUSOXN : Of ¢ourse it is
State-wide. Apparently the hon, member is
not prepared to trust 20000 producers bhut
is prepared to trust six.

The Minister for Awrienlture: Fifty.
1'ntil the beard has heen constituted, it will
not be known who 15 qualified to vote.

Hon. P. D, FERGUSON: No such hoard
would he consiituted either by the present
Minister or any other. When three-fifths,
or some such majority, favour the constitu-
tion of a board, the minority would have
to be subjected to some kind of compulsion
to bring their product under the control of
the duly-constituted authority.

Hon. W. D). JOHNSON: 1t had been my
intention to continue iy remarks after the
tea adjournment, but T came in rather late.
The member for Irwin-Moore difters from
me regarding the scope of the Bill. The
Bill. was drafted with the idea ot esiablish-
ing a board to control the marketing of eggs
and of limiting the scope of the measure to
the metropolitan area. If the scope goes
heyond that area, the measure will be of no
value. Opposition members seck to use the
Bill as a precedent for the esiablishment of
State-wide boards. Buf such things as this
need te be done graduallv. The eo-opervative
movement in Western Austraiia is sound
to-day because it wag started on a small seale
and has ever since expanded proportionately
to its capacity to administer. Starting ecare-
fully in a confined area and gradually ex-
panding in accordance with ingrensed eduea-
tion and knowledge bring ahout a sound,
serviceahle organisation. With Stafe-wide
control, ergs sent from Merredin to Wal-
zoorlie would have to be under the eontrol
of the hoard. Tf areas are to he excluded
from the purview of the Bill eventually,
why include them in the first instance?
Eggz come from the country distriets dur-
ing the flush period, but thex do not come
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from poultry farmers who depend upon egg
preduetion for their livelihood.

Mr. Sampson: A man s no less a pouliry
farmer because he has a few pigs.

Hon. W. . JOHNSON: it is necessary
to control eggs that are sent from the
country districts once they reach the metro-
politan area.

Hon. C. G. Latham: And you will not
give any say to the men who send those eggs.

Hon. W. D, JOHNSON: Certainly not.
Why should they have a say when they do
not depend upeon egy production for their
livelihood? To give them o say would be
to give so much control- to those who have
merely a casual interest in fthe industfry.
The pouliry farmer T wish to help is the
man whe is a pouliry farmer all the year
round and depends upon that activity for
his living, not the man who is a wheat
farmer and merely sends a few eggs down
during the flush season. The country
egz producer must not enter into com-
petition with the real pouliry farmer, and so
murder the loeal market and hamper ex-
port activities. The only way by which the
markets ean be stabilised 1s to exercise full
contral over all eggs brought inte the metro-
politan market. I would not be associnted
with any measure that attempied the im-
passible, and that is what the amendment
amounts (0. If the Committee agree to the
amendment, T hope the Biil will he defeated
at the third reading stage. The measure is
in skelefon Fform becanse the Standing
Orders do not permit a private member to
submit a measure in any other form. There
15 quite a lot left out of the Bill, and we
have to trust to the sympathy of the Min-
ister and the Agvicultural Departmeni to
act fairly in giving effect to its provisions,
The Minister can act fairly in directing that
the poll to be taken shall be a reasonable
one and Lhat reasonable regulations shall he
framed. 1f all that is necessary were to be
included in the Bill, it would immediately
be in confliet with the Standing Orders and
would he set aside. If we endeavoured io
make the application of the Bill State-wide,
the Minister would be perfeetly justified in
ridieuling it. Xo attempt is made to make
it State-wide in its applieation and it is
limited to the metropolitan area. A Bill of
this description would be too dangerons if
it applied to the whole State, but if ean
operate in the metropolitan area with com-
parative safety, partieniarly if the Minister
is given the power of veto. If the amend-
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ment be agreed to, it will undonbtedly kill
the Bill.

Mr., CROSS: I oppose the amendment
for the reasons advanced hy the mem-
her for Guildford-Midland. I am sur-
prised at the attitude of the Opposition
who appear to me like an obstreperons
child who because he eannot get his own
way, says he will not play. It is distinetly
unfair that farmers in the wheat belt, who
depend entirely mpon the production of
wheat for their living bui happen to have
a few fowls and send some eggs to the
metropolitan market during the flush sea-
son, should be given any say on an ecgy
board that will eontrol the operations of
those who make egg production the means
of their livelihood. The farmer in the
connfry who produces a few eggs in the cir-
cumstances I have indicated is the man who
is most dangerous to the real egg producer.

Mr. J. H. Smith: Whe are the real emy
producers?

Mr. CROSS: They are those who are oper-
ating within 30 or 40 miles of the Perth
Town Hall and depend solely npon poultry
farming for their living.

Mr. J. H. Smith: What about the statis-
ties the Minister gave last night? Do they
not count at all?

Mr. CROSS: Despite what the member
for Nelson suggests, most of the real eme
producers who depend for their living upen
poultry farming are operating within 30 or
40 miles of the Perth Town Hall. There
are a few egg producers in the Npntham
and Manjimup distriets, but net many else-
where. The country eges come from far-
mers who keep a few fowls as a side-line.

Hon. P. D. Ferguson: A large pencentage
of the eggs come from farmers.

Mr. CROSS: And it is those egps that
arc dangerous for export purposes. If the
Bill be carried, when those eggs come up
for export they will be under the juris-
diction of the board, who will se¢ that
they are properly graded before being ex-
ported. T am disappointed that the Gov-
ernment did not previously give the mat-
ter consideration with a view to introdue-
ing a Bill along the lines of the Queens-
land Aet. It may be too late for that this
session, but I hope that even if this Bill
be passed the Government will consider
bringing down a more comprehensive mea-
sure next session. I desire to have an egg
board established, hut I cannot see how
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such a board is going to work under this
Bill. It may be impossible, particularly
if the Opposition fulfil their threat that
unless we make the Bill apply to the whole
State they will not support it. That is
distinetly unfair. I am going to oppose
this amendment and, further than that, I
am opposed to the whole clause.

Hon. C. G. Latham: And to the whole
Bill.

Mr, CROSS: The whole of Clause 3
should be thrown into the melting pot and
something better produced. Any satisfae-
tory board should have amongst its num-
bers representatives of the consumers. T
favour the board suggested by the Minis-
ter, namely two representatives of the
producers, two representatives of the con-
sumers, and an independent chairman
appointed by the Government. That would
make a very desirable board; hut could
anyone imagine any Parliament agreeing
to the appointment of a board almost
wholly eomposed of producers? It savours
of the ridiculous. ’

Mr. J. H. SMITH: I will oppose the
amendment. If T were to use the lan-
guage of my friend, the member for
Subiaco—

Mr. Marshall: You cannot.

Mr. Sampson: Yon must keep within the
ambit of the Bill.

Mr, J. H. SMITH: Well, I will not use
the language of the member for Subiaeco,
but I will say that the ambit of the ambi-
tions of the member for Irwin-Moore will
not be realised in this amendment. I doubt
if any people within a radius of 40 miles
of Perth have requested that hon. memnber
to move this amendment. If the hon. mem-
ber can show me any written request for
the amendment, possibly I will support
it. But the whole thing is impossible.
Even the member for Canning tells us that
he proposes to vote against the amend-
ment, and indeed that he cannot see any
good in the Bill at all. Neither can L
So I will vote against the amendment and
against the clanse also. The Minister was
eandid about the proposition, and the mem-
ber for Guildford-Midland also is quite
candid in the attitude he adopts: he says
that if the amendment be carried he will
take no further interest in the Bill. Of
eourse he is endeavouring to legislate for
small coteries of producers within a cer-
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tain radius of Perth. The Minister last
night gave us exact figures, showing that
a great many more eggs are produeced out-
side that radius than are produced within
that radius. According to the member for
Guildford-Midland, if the Bill be carried
we shall be putting into the hands of the
producers within that radins the whole
control of egg production. So we sec how
impossible the whole thing is.

Hon. P. D. Ferguson: You cannot have
it both ways.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: We have been con-
sidering a proposal that is hinpossible of
fulfilment, and now it is proposed to pass
an amendment asking Parliament to do
something for which there has been no re-
quest, Can any member of the Country
Party conscientiously say he has received
one request for thiz legislation? I have
taken the trouble to find out how the
votes were east on the Bill introduced by
the member for Guildford-Midland a few
years ago. I find that my friends sit-
ting on the front Oppoesition bench, and
also the member for Swan, who is the
greatest advocate of orderly marketing and
who wants to get evervthing into his own
little groove, all voted with the noes. On
the Government side, the member for Kal-
goorlie was inconsistent in his voting Jast
night.

The CHATRMAN: All this has nothing
to do with the amendment.

Mr, J. H. SMITH: I am speaking of a
similar Bill introduced a few vears ago.

Mr. SAMPSOXN: Ou a point of order:
The hon. member is quite wrong in his state-
inent.

The CHATIRMAXN: You will have oppor-
tuniy to show that later.

Mr, J. H. SMITH: If T misrepresented
my friend as being amongst the noes, it was
hecause I was thinking of the company he
keeps. But this legislation is of no use
The memher for Guildford-Midland said,
“If we eannot get this within a certain pre-
seribed area, we will not have it at all. If
we cannot get the country people in our
clutehes and control the whole of their pro-
duction, we will not have it’ The member
for Trwin-Moore has probably taken a
broader view, but he has not been requested
to do so. He is trying to fulfil an ambition
that has run mad

The CHAIRMAN: Order!
member must keep within limits.

The hon.

2133

Mr. J. H. SMITH: This Bill is for the
orderly marketing of eggs.

The CHAIRMAXN: The question before
the Chair 1s the amendment.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: Yes, which proposes
to extend the area. I think I am within my
rights in disecussing orderly marketing and
the extension proposed by the amendment.
T trust that both amendment and elause will
be defeated, for that will mean the end of
the Bill.

Mr. SEWARD: If it will ease the mind
of the member for Nelsor I have had no
request about the Bill, but I hope I have
sufficient knowledge of the requirements of
my constitnents to know whether the Bill
will be suitable. I think it will be against
their interests, and thercfore I am support-
ing the amendment. The member for
Guildford-Midland pointed oui the extreme
difliculty of getting suitable men to form the
board. I agree. But under the Bill, as
pointed out by the Minister, there might
be up to 100 hoards, The object of the
amendment is to confine contro! to one board.
If the member for Guildford-Midland is
consistent, he should support the amend-
ment, because it wounld be easier to get suit-
able men for one hoard than for all the
hoards whiech could be ecalled into being for
every 30 producers. It has been stated that
there would be no need for a multiplicity of
hoards, even if the Bill were confined to the
metropalitan area. Had the Metropolitan
Whole Milk Aet contained a similar pro-
vision, a second honrd would immediately
have been constituted owing to disagreement
with the personnel of the hoard appointed.

The Minister for Agriculture: The two
measures are not quite parallel,

Mr. SEWARD: No, but had there been
power to create another board, it would
have heen created immediately. 1 do not
know the exaet number of egg producers
within 40 miles of Perth, but jealounsies
would arise and another 30 producers would
petition the Government for another board.
By having one hoard, we are more likely
to get capable men. If the hoard applied
only to the metropolitan area, what would
happen to country eggs? Ii has been said
that eges from the country would come
under the jurisdietion of the board in the
metropolitan area. I disagree with that
statement. The eggs controlled by the hoard
would have to be produced in the area in
which the board were operating. The mem-
ber for Canning stated that the eggs com-
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ing from the country were a minor matter.
That statement showed that he was not con-
versant with conditions in the conntry. When
the Transport Act came into operation eom-
plaints were made because it cut off from
the roads vehicles transporting perishables,
particularly, and one of the major consign-
ments was eggs from country districts. Eggs
are being sent from the country every day.
Since the fall in prices for primary pro-
duets, particalarly wheat, farmers and their
wives have devoted more attention to side-
lines.

Hon. W. D. Johnson:
tion of the year?

Hon. C. G. Latham: All the year round
they are producing eggs.

Mr. SEWARD: Yes; eggs represent an
important part of the income of farmers to-
day. Anythiog that would interfere with
the marketing of eggs from the farming dis-
triets would he a serious matter.

Mr. Marshall: Do vou suggest that a het-
ter price for eggs would be detrimental to
the produecers?

Mr. SEWARD: No, hut 1E thex do not
come under the bhoard

Mr. Marshall: If they nmrketcd the com-
modity and got a better price, would it not
be an advantage?

Mr. SEWARD: Under the Bill the eggs

controlled by the board would be those pro-
duced in the area over which the hoard oper-
ated. Eggs produced outside that area would
not come under the control of the board,
and naturally the board would do their best
for the eggs coming wnder their care. 1If
eggs are coming in from outside the area,
the board will give attention rather to the
eges that come under their own contrel, 1o
the detriment of the outside eggs. That is
why I want to sece one board appointed with
State-wide influence. Suech a board wou!ld
be able to ensure better prices for country
ogs, and an improvement in the standard
in places where it may be a little low. ¥
support the amendment of the member for
Irwin-Moore.

Mr. FOX: The eo-operation of memhers
s desired so that poultry farmers may have
a workable measure and be afforded the op-
portunity to earn a decent livelihood. T am
not now prepared fo aceept the amendment
of the memher for Irwin-Moore in view »f
the amendment foreshadowed by the Min-
ister for Agrienliure. The intention is to
appoint a hoard that will operate within
about GO miles of the metropolitan area. All

Purely during por-
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the eggs that come into that area will hg
under the jurisdietion of the board, and he
liandled and exported by them. Eggs that
did not come into the metropolitan area
would not he controlled, but the producers
could send them where they liked. Tt wonld
not be necessary to set up a multiplieity
of boards. The idea is to appoint onc
board, and extend its operations if neces-
sary. In New South Wales many country
eges are marketed through the board that
is set up in that State.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
I wish to make my position clear. I have
xiven many rcasons for my opposition to
the Bill, to this clause, and to many pariz
of it, T intend to vote not only against
the amendment but against the elavse. The
member for Guildford-Midland is right in
the attitude he has adopted. He wmeans
he will not have anything further to
do with the Bill if it is amended in the
way proposed. The member for Pingelly
vefused to support the Bill if it contained
the prineiple in guestion, and now he docs
support it.

Hon, C. G, Latham: We had to carry
the sccond veading if we desired te amend
it.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
L€ the amendments moved by the member
for lrwin-Moore are not accepied, he will
vote against the third reading.

Mr. THORN: It lovks as it the Minister
wants to kill the Bill.

The Minister for
against it last night.

Mr, THORN: Of what use is 1t to refer
to the attitude of the member for Guildford-
Midland seeing that he intends e do the
same? We are wasting time in diseussing
the Bill any fuither,

The Minister for Agricnlture:
been my attitude all through.

Mr. THORN: Members on this side are
sincerg in their endeaveur to improve the
measure, but that eannot be snid of members
opposite. I am sorry to find that the mem-
ber for Guildford-Midland has converted the
sponsor of the Bill.

Mr. Fox: I am not eonverted.

Mr. THORN: I am sorry there has been
this difference of opinion.

Mr. SAMPSON: Progress anzht to be re-
ported so that amendments may be framed.
It is neeessary that an egg-control board
should be established. I hope members will

Agrigulinre: I voted

That has
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not be intimidated by the member for Guild-
ford-Midland.

Mr. FOX: The member for Toodyay is
wrong in saying that I have been converted.
Last night I used almost the same words as
the member for Guildford-Midland has used
to-day. 1 said I did not think it fair that
farmers should have the same representation
on the board as the poultry people in the
metropolitan area, who depend upon the in-
dustry for their livelihood. In the case of
farmers the pouliry represents only a side-
Yine. 1 want the co-operation of members to
make this a workable measure, and if I ean
get it I am prepared to depart somewhat
from the Bill as printed.

Mr. CROSS: I suggest that, after the
amendment has been disposed of, the member
for South Fremantie should report progress,
with a view to redrafting the clause.

-The Minister for Agriculture: What about
the other clanses?

Amendment put, and a division taken with
the following result:—
Ayes .. . . 11
Noes .. . .. 24

Majority against .. .. 13

AYFS.

Mr. Boyle Mr. Samonson

Mr. Fergusoen Mr, Seward

Mr. Keepan Me. Thorn

Mr, Latham My, Warner

Mr. McDonald Mr. Doney

Mr, McLarty (Teller.)
. Nogs.

Mr. Brockman Mr. North

Mr. Collier AMr. Nnken

Alr. Coverley Mr. Rodoreda

8r. Crors Mr. F. C. L. Smith
Mr. Cunningham Mr. . H. Smith
Mr. Fox Mr. Tonkin

Mr. Hawke Mr. Trov

Mr. Hegney Mr. Wansbrough
Mr. Johnson Mr. Willcock

Mr. Marchall Mr. Wilson

Mr. Millington Mr. Wise

Mr. Munsie Mr. Raphael

{Teller.)

Amendment thus negatived.

Hon, P. D. FERGUSON: In view of this
deciston of the Committee I shall not move
my remaining amendments dealing with area.
T move an amendment—

That in Subelause 4 the word ‘‘three’’ be
struck out, and ‘‘four’’ inserted in lieu.

If there is to be a properly balanced board,
the number of members should be five and
not four. Failing the adoption of this pro-
posal, I have an alternative to what I regard
as the ideal board. Failing that board, I
would propose one member to be elected by
producers within a 40-mile radius of the

[81]
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General Post Office and one member
to be elected by producers outside that radius
—the third member to be appointed by the
Government. That systemn of election would
be similar to the system obtaining in coanee-
tion with the Whole Milk Board, which is,
I understand, regarded by the departmental
officers as providing the most nearly equal
division of producers,

Amendment puot, and a division {aker
with the following result:-—

Ayes R .. 14
Noes . .. . 20
Majority against .. &2 6
Noes,

Mr. Boyle Mr. North

Mr. Brockman Mr., Sampser

M». Ferguson Mr. Beward

Mr. Keenan Me, J. H. Smith

Mr. Latham Mr. Thorn

Mr. M¢Donald Mr. Warner

Mr. McLarty Mr. Doner

(Teler.)
Noze.

Mr. Collier Mr, Nulsen

Mr. Caverley Mr, Raphael

Mr. Cross Mr. Rodoreda

Mr. Qunningham Mr. F. 0. L. Smitb

Mr. Fox Mr. Tonkin

Mr. Hegney Mr, Troy

Mr. Jobhosen Mr. Wansbrough

Mr. Marshall Mr. Willcock

Mr, Milllngton Mr. Wise

Mr. Munsle Mr, Wilson

(Tealler.)

Amendment thus negatived.

Hon. P. D. FERGUSON: I move an
amendment—

That tle following be added to Subelause 4:
=—*“0One of the elective members shall be elected
by the producers carrying on the business of
production in the area within o radius of 25
nmiles of the General Post Office in Forrest
Place, Pertlh; and one of the clective members
shall be elected by the producers earrying on
the business of production in the area within a
radius of 50 miles, but outside a radius of 25
miles of the General Post Office in Forrest
Place, Perth; und one of the clective members
shail be elected by the producers carrying on
the business of production in the area outside
a radius of 50 miles of the General Post Office
in Forrest Place, Perth.”’

As the Committee have decided that there
shall be three members of the hoard, I have
endeavoured to divide the State into three
zones as equally as possible with the object
of assuring that each zone shall be repre-
sented by one of the three elective members.

Mr. FOX: I oppose the amendment on the
ground that it was intended the measure
should apply to a defined area, and not out-
side that area.

Amendment put and negatived.
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Clanse put, and a division taken with the
following result :—

Ayes .. .- .. .16
Noeg 18
Majoriry against 2
AYES.

Mr. Boyle Mr. Mclarty

Mr. Cross Me. Marshal)

Mr. Cunningham Mr. Sampson

Mr. Ferguson Mr, Seward

Mr. Fox Mr. Thora

Mr. Hegney Mp, Tonkin

Mr. Johnaon Mr. Warner

Mr. Latham } Mr. Doney

(Teller
Notus.

Mr. Brockman Mr. Rodoreds

Mr, Collier Mr. F. C. L. Smilh

Mr. Covegrler Mr. J. H. Smith

Mz, Keeilan Mr. Troy

Mr. M¢Donald Mr. Wansbrough

Mr. Milliagton Mr. Willcoek

Mr. Munsis Mr. Wilson

Mr. North Mr. Wise

Mr, Raphae} Mr. Nulsen

(Teter)

Clanze thus negatived.
Progress reported.

Honze adjourned at 8.35 p.m.

Legislative Council,
Tuesday, 3rd December, 1935.

Question: Land clearing, Frankland, use of Com-
monwealth Grant 2138
Motlon : Mincs Regulation Acl lo dlsallow regnlatlon 2138
Resclution : State Forests, to ‘revoke dedication ... 2138
Bills: Reserves 2r., Com. 2137
Constitution Acls Amendment Al:t ]899 "Amend-
ment (No. 2), 3r., as {0 recom. ... 2188
Native Flora Protection, 2Rr., Com 2139
Induslrh] Arbliration Act Amendment (\o 2)
R., Com. report 2145
Public Service Act Amendment, 58., Com. report 2154
Publlc Service Appeal Board Aet ‘Ameudment,
Com, report . 2154
Mctropohtan Whole Milk Act Amemlment. 2R, 2154
Legal Practitioners Act Amendment, 2R 2101

The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 2.30
p.m., and read pravers.

QUESTION—LAND CLEARING,
FRANKLAND,

Uise of Commonwealth Grant.

Hon. A, THOMSON asked the Chief
Secretary: With reference {o the employ-

[COUNCIL.)

ment of single men clearing land west of
Mt. Barker, what proportion of the £62,000
expended at the Frankland was provided
from the Commonwealth grant?

The CHIEF SECRETARY replied: No
portion of the expenditure was met from
Conmonwealth grant moneys.

MOTION—MINES REGULATION ACT.
To Disallow Regulation,

Debate resumed from the 27th November
on the following motion by Hon. H. 8. W.
Parker :-—

That Regulation Ne. 2a, made under the
Mines Regulation Act, 1906, as published in
the ‘“Government Gazette'’ on the 25th Oeto-
ber, 1933, and laid on the Table of the House
on the 6th November, 1935, be and is hereby
disallowed,

THE CHIEF SECRETARY (Hon J. M.
Drew—Central) [4.38]: T do not propose
to oppose the motion. I have found upon
investigation that the regulation was placed
on the Tahle of the Legislative Assembiv
after the statutory period had expired, and
therefore it is inoperative at present and
practically defunet. So I have no objection
to the motion being earried.

Question put and passed.

RESOLUTION—STATE FORESTS.
To Revoke Dedication,

Message from the Assembly requesting
eoncurrence in the following resolution now
considered—

That the propesal for the partial revocation
of State Forests Nos. 20, 22, 27, 29, 30, and
38, laid on the Table of the Legislative Assem-
bly by command of His Excellency the Lieu-
tenant-Governor on the 26th November, 1935,
be carried ont,

THE CHIEF SECRETARY (Hon. J. M.
Drew—Central) [4.39]: T move—
That the resolution be agreed to.

Under Section 21 of the Forests Act, 1918,
a dedication of Crown lands as a State
forest may only be revoked in whole or in
part after n resolution hasz been passed by
both Houses of Parliament. The Governor
shall then, by Order in Council, revoke such
dedication, and fhe land then becomes Crown
land within the meaning ¢f the Land Act,



